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Dear James  

Equalities and Human Rights Committee work on school bullying and 
harassment, and Human Rights Day 2016 
 

I am writing to inform you of two pieces of Equalities and Human Rights 

Committee’s (EHRiC) work which may be of interest to the Education and Skills 

Committee, as the lead policy committee for education.  

 

School bullying and harassment 

 

Over the past two months the EHRiC Committee has been taking evidence from 

a wide variety of stakeholders on the development of its work programme. One 

issue which emerged from this work is the level of concern around the bullying 

and harassment of children and young people in the school system based on 

various characteristics, such as gender, sexual orientation, gender identity, faith, 

race or ethnic background, disability etc.1,2 Concerns were also expressed 

                                            
1
 Equalities and Human Rights Committee, Official Report 22 September 2016, Col 25 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10538&mode=pdf  
2
 Equalities and Human Rights Committee, Official Report 6 October 2016, Col 6 and Col 22 

http://www.parliament.scot/parliamentarybusiness/report.aspx?r=10568&mode=pdf  
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around the growing normalisation of sexualised bullying of girls and young 

women in education.3,4 

 

In order to get a clearer picture of some of these issues, and consider how the 

EHRiC Committee might respond in terms of its remit, the Committee will hold a 

one-off scoping session on bullying and harassment in schools on Thursday 10 

November 2016. This session will assist the Committee in deciding what further 

work, if any, it may wish to undertake on this issue as part of its work programme.  

 

Human Rights Day 2016 

 

As you may know, 10 December is Human Rights Day. The EHRiC Committee 

has decided it should mark Human Rights Day 2016, and has decided to focus 

this work around the issue of children and human rights.  

 

The Committee is, therefore, working with the Parliament’s Outreach Department 

to undertake a couple of engagement visits to primary schools. This will allow the 

Committee to learn about their work in the area of human rights as well as 

provide an opportunity to hear from children, in their own words, about their 

human rights’ concerns.  

 

The Committee aims to follow this up by inviting the children to the Parliament in 

the week before Human Rights Day to engage with the whole Committee.  

 

I would be happy to keep your Committee, as the lead policy Committee, advised 

on any outcomes from our scoping session on school bullying, and any work the 

EHRiC Committee may decide to undertake as a result, as well as any feedback 

from our engagement activity with schools on Human Rights Day.   

 

Yours sincerely,  

  

  
 

Christina McKelvie 

Convener 

Equalities and Human Rights Committee  
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